
Your wisdom made the heavens.  

Your love is everlasting! 
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       Where the land, the sea and the sacred meet   



Welcome to the Church of St. Mary of the Harbor  

A warm welcome to you!  Here at St. Mary’s, we welcome you with open arms and open 
hearts, to share with you the love with which Christ has welcomed us. Whoever you are, 

wherever you may be in life, there is a place for you here.  In this beautiful place, you will find 
sojourners like yourself who are searching for truth, meaning, and purpose.  And we invite you 
to explore and experience the gift of God's love in this place where the land, the sea, and the 

sacred meet. 
 

Worship Guidance 

Everything you need to guide you through today’s service will be found in this leaflet, or in the hymnals in the 

chair just in front of you.  You are invited to join in prayers and responses when the words are in bold-faced 

print in the leaflet.  Most hymns may be found in The Hymnal 1982, the large blue hymnal.  Occasionally 

hymns may be drawn from the green hymnal Wonder, Love, and Praise (abbreviated WLP in your leaflet), or 

from Lift Every Voice and Sing (abbreviated LEVAS).    

  

Holy Communion                                                                                                                         
Our worship is centered in the sharing of Communion, and no matter what your background, you are welcome 

to receive the Bread at this Table.  Though the Diocese of Massachusetts has lifted many of its COVID-related 

restrictions, we at St. Mary’s are offering only the Bread at Communion, eager to do all we can to protect one 

another’s well-being. Masks continue to be preferred throughout our worship services.  

 

Hospitality Following Today’s 10 am Service                                                                           
Immediately following our 10 am service, coffee and delicious refreshments will be served in Nicholson Hall. 

Please join us!  

 

Rector Search Survey 

After analyzing the information gathered in the small group meetings, the Search Committee had a few more 

questions! We have prepared a survey of 14 questions which we ask everyone to complete.  The survey should 

take only 10-15 minutes to complete. 

The link to access the Survey is at the top of the St. Mary’s webpage and in the Constant Contact email that was 

sent out.  Printed versions are available for those who don't have internet access.  The survey closes on October 

16.  Thank you for your help and input. 

Search Committee – smothsearch@gmail.com 

 

Wednesdays at St. Mary’s – Eucharist at 5:30 pm – Christian Formation at 6:00 pm        
On Wednesday evenings in September and October, a brief half-hour service of Holy Eucharist will be offered 

at 5:30 pm, with a half-hour of Adult Christian Formation at 6 pm.  All are welcome to come to either, or both.  

In September, Formation’s focus will be on “Care for Creation,” and in October on “Contemporary Saints.” 

 

Welcome to Our New Office Administrator   
Julia Perry has accepted the job as our new office administrator.  Julia is a parishioner, and is presently serving 

on the Search Committee as it leads the parish in its discernment of the future ministry of St. Mary’s and seeks 

out the priest who will be the parish’s next Rector.  Please note the change in office hours: Tuesday mornings, 

Wednesday afternoons, and all day Friday. 
 

In Case of Need   
If pastoral needs should arise, please contact the Reverend William W. Rich, Interim Rector, at 774-383-1236 

or WWRich53@protonmail.com.  Please let us know if you, or someone in the parish, needs a pastoral 

conversation or visit.  



A Commitment to Outreach 
St. Mary’s designates 10% of its operating budget for community service and outreach. Recent benefactions 

include Habitat for Humanity of Cape Cod, the Homeless Prevention Council (HPC), Amazing Grace (a 

summer camp for children of incarcerated parents). Seguimos Adelante (supplying food and water to asylum 

seekers waiting on our nation’s southern border), and Episcopal Relief and Development, which is partnering 

with the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in Europe to aid Ukrainian refugees. Through HPC’s “Walk for 

Home,” the St. Mary’s team, led by Khristine Hopkins, raised $2,200.  
 

Supporting Our Neighbors – First Sunday Focus  
As a visual reminder of the needs of our neighbors, on the first Sunday of each month, we will be carrying to 

the altar the basket of donations that you make to the “Little Free Pantry,” hosted by our friends at the Unitarian 

Universalist Meeting House. That pantry provides non-perishable grocery and toiletry items for anyone in need. 

They have asked for help from St. Mary’s in keeping the pantry stocked. Ready-to-eat items are most needed, 

such as granola bars, peanut butter crackers—things you might pack in a school lunch bag. Use of the pantry 

has gone up, but donations are down. Please consider picking up something extra when you are shopping. 

Pantry items may be left in the basket by the baptismal font. Please, no perishables and no glass containers  
 

  

This Week at St. Mary’s  
Wednesday, September 28 – 5:30-6:30 pm – Feast of St. Michael and All Angels (transferred) 

Holy Eucharist (half hour) with Adult Christian Formation (half hour) 

 

Saturday, October 1 – 8:30 am 

Strength for the Journey 

An in-person, lay-led service of contemplation and healing. 

 

Sunday, October 2 – 10 am 

Holy Eucharist for the Fifth Sunday of the Season of Creation – St. Francis Sunday 
 

   

The Church of St. Mary of the Harbor 
517 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA 02657    Phone: 508-487-2622  

stmaryoftheharbor.org  

Office Hours: Tuesday (9-12), Wednesday (1-5), & Friday (9-5) 

Julia Perry, Office Manager 

smothoffice@gmail.com 

  

Sunday Leadership Today 
Interim Rector, Presider, and Preacher - The Reverend William W. Rich 

Deacon for the Gospel and Intercessions - The Reverend Bruce Mason 

Deacon at the Altar – The Reverend Charlie Nichols 

Organist – Bill Carlson 

Vocal soloist – Susan Mitchell 

Crucifer – Scott Yagel 

Lector – Sharon Inger 

Healer – Andrea Sawyer 

Ushers – David Burke, Mike Shepherd 

Altar Guild – Joan Gibbons 

Hospitality - Carol Pesiri 

Livestream - John Carroll-Yagel  

Copyrighted music used with permission under OneLicense.net # 708867-A  
   



 

 

 

 

 
 

Vestry 
Officers 

      Pat Penza, Senior Warden 

      Tim Brown, Junior Warden 

      John Loftin, Treasurer 

      Gerri Spinella, Clerk 

 

Vestry Members 
        John Carroll-Yagel 

        Harry Ellsworth 

        David Griffiths 

        Anita McGahan 

        Andrea Sawyer 

        Michael Sutila 

 

 

 
 

 

Search Committee 
         Bill Glass, Chair 

          Joan Gibbons 

          Sharon Inger 

          Julia Perry 

    

                  The Search Committee may be contacted via email: smothsearch@gmail.com. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The Holy Eucharist 
 

Hymnal 372                      Praise to the living God!                 Leoni 

Celebrant    Seek the One who made the Pleiades and Orion, 

           who turns deep darkness morning, 

            and darkens day into night 

                   who calls for the waters of the sea, 

                   and pours them out on the surface of the earth. 

People        Seek Yahweh! 

 
 

The Collect for Purity 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Redeemer.  Amen. 
 

Hymnal 400                    All creatures of our God and King (verse 2)                           Lasst uns erfreuen 

  Great rushing winds and breezes soft,  

  you clouds that ride the heavens aloft, 

  O praise God, Alleluia! 

  Fair rising morn, with praise rejoice, 

  stars shining nightly, find a voice, 

  O praise God, O praise God, Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Celebrant    The Creator be with you. 

People         And also with you.  

Celebrant    Let us pray.  
Praise be to the Holy Trinity!  God is sound and life, Creator of the Universe, Source of all life,  

whom the angels sing; wondrous Light of all mysteries known or unknown to humankind, and life 

that lives in all. Amen. 

  ~ St. Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179) 

The First Reading                                                     Genesis 1:14-19 

Then God said, “Now, let there be lights in the expanse of the sky!  Separate day from night!  Let them mark 

the signs and seasons, days and years, and serve as luminaries in the sky, shedding light on the earth.” So it 

was: God made the two great lights, the greater one to illumine the day, and a lesser to illumine the night.  

Then God made the stars as well, placing them in the expanse of the sky, to shed light on the earth, to govern 

both day and night, and separate light from darkness. And God saw that this was good. Evening came and 

morning followed – the fourth day.                                                                         ~ from The Inclusive Bible 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Psalm 136: 1-9  read responsively by the half verse 

Thank you Yahweh, for you are good!                                                                                                                                   

Your love is everlasting!  

Thank you, God of gods!                                                                                                                                                       

Your love is everlasting! 

Thank you, Sovereign of sovereigns,                                                                                                                                    

Your love is everlasting!  

You alone perform such great marvels.                                                                                                                                 

Your love is everlasting!   

Your wisdom made the heavens.                                                                                                                                            

Your love is everlasting! 

You spread the land out over the waters.                                                                                                                                  

Your love is everlasting! 

You made the great lights:                                                                                                                                                     

Your love is everlasting! 

The sun to govern the day,                                                                                                                                                           

Your love is everlasting! 

Moon and stars to govern the night.                                                                                                                                          

Your love is everlasting! 

The Second Reading      from various writings by Carl Sagan 

The Earth is a very small stage in a vast cosmic arena. 

There was a time before television, before motion pictures, before radio, before books.  The greatest part 

of human existence was spent in such a time.  Over the dying embers of the campfire, on a moonless 

night, we watched the stars.  The nitrogen in our DNA, the calcium in our teeth, the iron in our blood, 

the carbon in our apple pies were made in the interiors of collapsing stars. We are made of starstuff. 

It has been said that astronomy is a humbling and character-building experience….  To me, it 

underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly with one another, and to preserve and cherish the pale 

blue dot, the only home we've ever known. 

Science is not only compatible with spirituality; it is a profound source of spirituality. When we 

recognize our place in an immensity of light‐years and in the passage of ages, when we grasp the 

intricacy, beauty, and subtlety of life, then that soaring feeling, that sense of elation and humility 

combined, is surely spiritual… The notion that science and spirituality are somehow mutually exclusive 

does a disservice to both.” 
 
Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymnal 580                    God, who stretched the spangled heavens (omit v.2)                          Holy Manna 

 

 



The Holy Gospel                Luke 23:26-31, 44-45 

Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to St. Mark. 

People:    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid 

the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. A great number of the people followed him, and among 

them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to them and said, 

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For the days are 

surely coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that 

never nursed.’ Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they 

do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, while the sun’s 

light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 

Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:    Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

The Sermon                                                                                 The Reverend William W. Rich 

 

A Profession of Faith                                                                                            
 

We believe in God, who creates all things,  

who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,  

who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.  

We believe in God as the source of all life,  

who baptizes this planet with living water.  

We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,  

the malnourished one, the climate refugee,  

who loves and cares for this world and who suffers with it.  

And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,  

who came to reconcile and renew this world  

and everything in it.  

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,  

who moves with God  

and who moves among and with us today.  

We believe in everlasting life in God.  

And we believe in the hope that one day  

God will put an end to death and all destructive forces. 
~ Profession of Faith from Gurukul Lutheran Theological College and Research Institute (a seminary in 

South India), adapted by Keld B. Hansen, 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Litany for Creation and All Creatures  

Leader  Let us give thanks to God the Creator for the gifts of seas, land, and skies, and all the  

  creatures that depend on them.  

Silence  

Leader  Holy God, Creator of heaven and earth,  

People  Have mercy on us.  

Leader  Holy and Mighty, Redeemer of the world,  

People  Have mercy on us.  

Leader  Holy Immortal One, Sanctifier of the faithful,  

People  Have mercy on us.  

Leader  Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, One God,  

People  Have mercy on us.  

 

Leader  Grant that all your creatures may thank and serve you;  

People  Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader Grant favorable weather, temperate rain, and fruitful seasons, providing food and drink 

for all your creatures;  

People Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader Open our eyes to the joy and beauty of creation, that we may see your presence in all 

your works;  

People Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader Look with favor upon all who care for the earth, the water, and the air, that the riches of 

creation may abound for all your creatures;  

People  Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader Make us faithful stewards of creation, wisely caring for the earth, the air, the seas, and all the 

life they bear; and make us faithful stewards of the life we share here at St. Mary’s; 

People  Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader  Awaken us to our responsibility for the care of creation;  

People  Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader Forgive us our waste and pollution of creation and strengthen us to heal wounds we have 

inflicted;  

People  Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader Remember all in captivity, trouble, sorrow, need sickness or any other adversity, and those 

who are hunted, trapped, deserted, or abused, that they may find safety in homes of loving 

care; we remember before you this week: the people of Ukraine, the people of Russia, Mike 

Sutila, Joan Boudreau, Joyce, Sandra Powell, Julie, Cameron Sager, Ken Barry, Teri 

Delaney, Towanda deNagy, Bobby Taylor, Gladys Taylor, Kent Taylor, Carol Studley, Ron 

Kershaw, Cecelia Hall, Diana Hardy, Scott Ashley, Sam Adams, Frank Milby, Priscilla 

McChesney, Maureen Cronin, Michael Mason, Terry Monaghan, Joseph Barnes, Donna 

Pickener, Deidre Malloy, Ollie Ahmuty, and those whose names are spoken on our lips, 

those who are known to us in our hearts, or those known only to you [pause for names to be 

added]. 

People Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Leader Do not forget those creatures who have died yet remain dear to us, that they may rejoice in 

your new creation.  [pause for names to be added]. 

People Shower your blessing on earth, O God.  

Celebrant Holy God: No sparrow falls without your attention; nothing dies that is lost to you; nothing 

comes into being without your love. Give us just and compassionate hearts, that we may 

serve the earth and all its creatures, holding fast to the vision of your peaceable reign in 

which all will live with you eternally; through the Risen One, Christ our Savior. Amen.  

  ~ Litany from Honoring God in Creation 



 

People  Spirit of the living God: 

Guide us as we journey together in search for a new rector. 

Grant us patience to listen and wisdom to understand each other and ourselves. 

Equip us with open minds and truthful hearts.  

Anchor us in faith, hope, and love during this transition and always. Amen. 

 
The prayers are concluded with Hymn # 608, verse 1 

 

Eternal Father, strong to save, whose arm hath bound the restless wave, who bidd’st the mighty ocean 

deep its own appointed limits keep: O hear us when we cry to thee for those in peril on the sea. 

                                                                                                                                                                              

The Confession and Absolution           

Holy and merciful God, we confess that we have failed to honor you,  

failing to rightly claim our kinship with all your creatures. 

We have walked heavily on your earth, overused and wasted its resources, 

taken for granted its beauty and abundance, and treated its inhabitants unjustly, 

holding future generations hostage to our greed. 

Have mercy on us and forgive us our sin. 

 Renew in us the resolve to keep and conserve your earth 

as you desire and intend, with grateful and compassionate hearts, 

through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

The Peace 
Celebrant Peace with yourself. 

  Peace with Creation. 

  Peace with one another. 

  The peace of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

        

Stewardship Talk  
Why I Love and Give to St. Mary’s       John Carroll-Yagel 

 

Birthday and Anniversary Prayers 

 

Offertory        

I love all graceful things                                        Eric Thiman   

 Susan Mitchell, soloist                               
 

The Presentation of the People’s Gifts 
 

Presentation Hymn 

Hymnal 398                    I sing the almighty power of God                                                       Forest Green 

 
In our continuing desire to protect all from COVID, we will not be offering the chalice at Communion. 

Gluten free hosts are available. Please tell the priest if you would like a gluten free host. For those wishing to 

receive it, there is also sacramental anointing with oil and prayers for healing offered during Communion at 

the back of the church. 

 



The Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer for Creation 
(adapted by the Rev. Dr. Nina Pooley from various Anglican Communion resources) 

 
 

Celebrant   The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 
 

Celebrant   Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Celebrant   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 People       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 

Celebrant   We give praise and thanks to you, our Creating God.  From the dust of the earth 

         you shaped human beings in your own image, and you filled the earth and seas and skies 

         with a myriad of wonders. Yet we consistently turn your generosity into our scarcity, your 

                    elegance into our meanness, and your simplicity into our corruption. 

 

        Though we poison and destroy your good Creation, you continue to offer us your abundance. 

                   In your mercy, you have redeemed us through Jesus, your Christ, transforming death into life. 

                    

        Through your Spirit you continue to call us into covenant with you – for the restoration of  

                   Creation and the reconciliation of all people. 

 

        And so we give thanks, rejoicing with all of Creation, as we join the saints and angels 

                  in their unending hymn: 

    

          
                               

         

          In the night that Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, and gave thanks to God.  He broke the bread, 

         gave it to his friends and said: “Take and eat, for this is my body, given for you.  Do this in 

                    remembrance of me. 
 

                    He took the wine, and gave thanks to God, Creator.  He gave it to his friends, saying: “This is     

         my blood of the new covenant, shed for you and for all creation for the forgiveness of sins.  

                    Every time you drink of the wine, do this in remembrance of me.” 

 



         So we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant & People  Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

   
                    

Celebrant    Merciful God, we come to this table seeking reconciliation: with you, with one another, and with 

                    all creation.  Through these mysteries reconcile us to our world and empower us to restore your  

                    Creation and fulfill your will. Send your life-giving Spirit upon us, and upon this bread and wine. 
 

                    Stir is us the creative and redeem the destructive. 

 

                    Heal your stricken world, that the soil, the skies, and the seas may be filled with your life anew. 

 

         Fill every heart with the sure and certain hope that we shall enter into the fullness of your joy,  

                    when your whole Creation is justified by faith and sanctified by love, and you are all in all; 

                    through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Spirit, all honor and glory is  

                    yours, everlasting God, now and forever. 

People         Amen. 
 

 

Celebrant    And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

                 

The Lord’s Prayer – from A New Zealand Prayer Book  
 Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

 Source of all that is and shall be, 

 Father, and Mother of us all, 

 Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

 The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 

 The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 

 Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

 Your beloved community of peace and freedom 

     sustain our hope and come on earth. 

 With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

 In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 

 From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

 From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

 For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

    now and forever.  Amen. 

  

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant        This is the Living Bread, given for all Creation. 

People             All who eat this bread share in Christ’s Body. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn 

Hymnal 394        Creating God, your fingers trace                                              Wilderness 
 

Post Communion Prayer                
Faithful God, in the wisdom of your wonder and love, 

you fed your people in the wilderness with the bread of angels, 

and you sent Jesus to be the bread of life.  

May it strengthen us that by the power of the Holy Spirit 

we may embody your desire and be renewed for your service, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

Announcements 

 

The Blessing 
 

Hymnal 405         All things bright and beautiful                           Royal Oak 
 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Celebrant        Go in peace to love and serve God’s Creation.  

People             Thanks be to God the Creator.                                                               

 

 

 

Information from Mass. Interfaith Power and Light 

For links to helpful sources for Creation Care, please see:  

https://www.massipl.org/everyday-environmental-stewardship 

 

Rectory Update 
As you know, to be good stewards of the parish’s resources, the Vestry decided to rent the Rectory to 

summer restaurant workers from mid-May through mid-September.  This decision was received with 

gratitude by the town, as housing for the summer workforces is in such short supply.  Those restaurant 

workers have now moved out of the Rectory.  To continue good stewardship of the parish’s resources, at 

the beginning of October, the Rectory will begin to be rented to members of the leadership team at the 

Provincetown Theater. The revenue stream from these rentals is providing the parish with welcome 

additional financial resources.  It is important, however, to remember that this revenue stream is a one-time 

benefit that will come to a close in time for St. Mary’s new Rector to move into the Rectory.   


